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Fig. 1. Distribution of commits with license adoptions (log scale).
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Q3. How did you determine/pick the initial

license for your project or files in your
project?

Dependency constraint 7.7%
Community influence (e.g., contributing to
Apache projects) e
Requests by non-contributors to reuse your 0 0%
code ‘
Interest of reuse for commercial purposes 10 19.2%
Other (please specify) 22 42.3%
— Closed-source 1 1.9%
— Company-policy 2 3.8%
— Dependency-constraint 1 1.9%
— Inherit-license 3 5.8%
— Moral-ethical-belief 8 15.4%
— Project-Specific 2 3.8%
— Social-trend 2 3.8%
— None 3 5.8%
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Q4. What motivated or caused the change

e 52

in license?

License of dependencies changed 3 5.8%
Using a new library imposing specific licens-

) . 3 5.8%
ing constraints

Allow reuse in commercial software 17 @

Requests by non-contributors to reuse your 4 779

code

Other (please specify) 25 148.1%

— Change-to-license-text 2 3.8%
— Community-influence 4  T.7%
— Fix-incorrect-licenses 1 1.9%
— Improve-clarity 1 1.9%
— Missing-license (License Adoption) 4 1.7%
— Moral-Ethical-belief 3  58%
— More-permissive-license 1 1.9%
— New-license-version 2 3.8%
— Personal-Preference/Project-specific 1 1.9%
— Private-to-public-project 1 1.9%
— Promote-Reuse 1 1.9%
— Unclear 1 1.9%
— None 3  58%
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QS. What problems (if any) have you expe-

rienced due to license selection in terms of
code reuse?
My license was not compatible with desired

) 5 9.6%
dependencies
Oth.ers were unable to use my project unless I 9 17.3%
re-licensed it
A dependency changed licenses ad was no 1

: 1.9%
longer compatible
There was a misunderstanding of compatibility
) : ) 3 15.8%
between licensing terms of two licenses
Choosing the correct license was diffi-
: 13.5%
cult/confusing
Other (please specify) 27  52.9%
— Code-unavailability 1 1.9%
— Lack-of-undersanding-by-Users 2 13.8%
— Unique-New-License 1 1.9%

— No problems 23 144.2%
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Q6. Did GitHub’s mechanism for licens-
ing impact your decision on licensing your

project?

Yes, it caused me to license my project 3
No, I already planned on licensing 27
No, I did not want to license at project creation 1

Such a mechanism was not yet available when

I created my project =
Other (please specify) 2
— No impact 2

Q7. What kind of support would you expect
from the forge/GitHub to help you man-

aging licenses and licensing compatibility
issues in your software?
None 10 | 90.9%

License Checker and License Selection Wizard 1 9.1%

5.8%

51.9%

1.9%
36.5%

3.8%
3.8%
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