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Abstract: Developing open source software (OSS) is collaborative in nature through non-face-to-face com-
munication online. Developers joining an OSS community would be necessary to make communicative con-
siderations (Politeness in this paper) to each other, in order to comfortably continue their efforts for long
periods of time. In this study, we analyze the relationship between Politeness and developers’ continuous
activities, using large-scale communication data in OSS development and a tool to measure Politeness quan-
titatively. As a result of our case study on the Apache HTTP Server and Python projects, we found that
there exists a certain relationship between Politeness and developers’ continuous activities. We believe that
the findings in this study could be useful to plan a step to prevent long-term developers from leaving an OSS
project.
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MICIEEN 2179 BER A S 2T AR SN TETWY
% (1], 12], [3], [4], [5]. Zhou &iX, EMMIc7rey =2 k
WZZIN$ 4 B%% (Long Term Contributor) % I
TS 5ETVORELITY, HEEOTUY 27 M2
IEZOEEER (T2 ¥ PRAEERELR L), BLU,
D BAFEE 2 & DR — b AR ZEEN I CEE TH L 2
ExRRL 2], (3], [4].

A& I AR T 5 OSS BIZEH 1L, T A— V& fwv
Talaz=yr—2ar&f7oTwhb. A—D L9 %IExS
MaIa=y—3 3T, BEBOEICEMIE LT W
720, FEBIHSOEZ X IEHICER 572012, BED
HHAI 2T = a3 e ToTVALI LN ERZOLND.
7ol 21, BEDOR VIS, faICIEE® B 2T
B, —HT, WEIICISE)T 5 F%E B 2 RO M
PSR T AR ENEZONL. L2 LEVS,
WG T AR E 2RI, 2322 —Y 3 v FLORE
[ZDWToPHT L 72fiff 9813 7.

KT, BHEEBEOII 2= —v 3 FLORELR D
952 8T, FEEIHEIIIEEITAZ L ZREICL
TWAEREZHLNIZT 5. fkkt L TEEI 24T > TV 5 [
HEMMBOBE LBREDOH S II 22— 3 Y &2 7o
TWAZEEWLNITH I LT, BSEOFIEER 2 [
T 57200 EMTCOREDHLII 2= —a Yy
DHHRERTIENTE S,

KL TR, BEZDaIar—vary LoRE%:
Politeness [6] # IV T L, Apache HTTP Server 7'
YxZ e Python 70T 27 MIBIFLHEHE A ¥
VANl a=r—varyr—%cfnizr—aAx¥
TAELT) . Ry —AAZ T4 TiE, LTFTO320) 4% —
Fr T AF a IZHY HLTe.

RQ1 : {ttDOEIFEZE D Politeness |3 FFE DiEEI#RGEIE(C
BRI 2DH?

RQ2 : Bi%¥& B 5 Politeness |$BIFRE DIEEHHHEEIC
BRI 2DH?

RQ3 : Politeness DEEH REARFEE O tE & B =
ICBRT 2D H ?

ARWFFEIC BT 5 [TEBkGEE] L iE, FZEEH M
NE OGN 2R, 72 2, =7V — AR TIE,
BRLUIZABREEZHET S, BIE Ny F 2T 5, iR
NBIESy F2LEa—F5 (I—FLEa—) Lk
I H Y, NS OIFBIIHREIY I Y AL & B S A
FAET A. RFHLTIE, Politeness & #fE L4 A Stanford
Politeness # iV TA—1) ¥ 7Y A+ ECTO%E D2
Ja=sr—Ya O RHIT A FEEZRET 5.

VIBE, 2 BT, BZEE ORI O W TR, KT
DHMEZMNEMNITT A, KIZ, 3ET, KX THWAS
Politeness (Z2OW L, 4 T, VY —F 7T X F 3
YO E TR IRRD, 5 ETIE, F—AAY T4
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DRERERL, 6 BT, #RELEHT L. RRIZTHETK
ML DD,

2. OSS FFEE DRSS IR 2 BhEM %

0SS BZ CEIAMFEL ROBBEES S, Eikik, &
MRV 7 b o T REERLTCWS, BEEE, BERZ D
FT7a Y2 MIEBIL TWL 2 & THUILI 2 f%E 248
IEHWCH DD, TuY s MIEMEERT 5 EEHIE
T b2 TH5 [7]. Bird 513, KHE OSS (Apache,
PostgreSQL, Python) 70 =27 MZBIF 5 BHEE DF
YRGEEIRIZH 15 FETHA I EEWSHNICL, BAKED
TOV s MIBILTRS 15 EUPICEE LR REE S
ZAHZETHEEDEMNICEM T2 2 2R L TWw
% [1]. Steinmacher 513, OSS FHFE ZRICT ¥ 7 — +
ATV, ARREO 7O Y 27 bEIMNEWIT A 58 i
DRERE (BT R RERE /AL X ORERE) 258 5 2 & B S A2
LTwa [8]. #r ABIZEE ORI AL % BlZEE OER
2D b0, 77Uy MIINO OREEZ LD K<
VEDH 5.

0SS BIFS X IHFHRAMEETH 5720, MOFTEE & D AN
FAMRISAERBIIEEI 2179 9 A CEETH A, Bird b4,
Apache HTTP Server & XfRIZ5HT 24TV, BHFEHE ANEE)
A ONTHOREEL I I 2=~ 3 V%2419
DR D2 E2RL[9). £72, Biud 51k 500
0SS 7u ¥ =7 b xR EiTV, 70T =7 bS
HALTAIONTHEII 2T AN TII 2254
PR EINEZ L, T/, ALY 7a33a=741087T5
MEEMTHED 7 7 A VBB T HMHEANDH D Z L 2R
L 72 [10]. Dabbish 51d, Y=Y ¥ L a—54 ¥ 741 |
Github THEB 2T o TV ARBEHEICHLTT ¥ 7r— M &
TV, OB EDIGE) ZE#T 22 EPHHGDETF N —
Ta A RO %A AT LR L7 [11]. Qureshi 5 1,
HAMEE 2% <AT> TV A RHFEH X3 7T HRZEE IR L 168
Mhd 5 & arL7:[12].

0SS % BEHMIZIRSE T 2 720120, BRI E S 5B
HEEMERT B 2 EDPVLERTRTH Y, FEBEARITT
0¥ s ML CE% &3, Apache Open Office 7
0¥y bTIE 2016 49 HICBSSEARRIERTY 7 b
VI TRFERT T AL ERFL NS, Juvy
MIRFHET 2RI, BIEES Y 7 b =707 v 77—
FENTWAEY, BHEEBARITITO Y 27 PORHEE -
TwWa., T/, RICaT7REFBORRIZ 7O Y 27 b0l
EAEREICRA 2 HEA D BRI T, Gimp 7E Y 27 b T
X, IT7EAREOLASTOT 2 FEERL, o7
BEENMUHEZHOLETO LEM T Y 2 7 FELL
Tw5b [13].

*1 http://www.mail-archive.com /dev@openoffice.apache.org/
msg28186.html
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PERBZETIZ, BIFEE DSHRBLAY TG B) 217 ) 2R % B
LPCTAMENENTE TS, Zhou HiE, EIHMIC
TuY 7 MIBINT %%%E (Long Term Contributor)
%, BEEZEOSIMOEO T — % 2 W TFHlTA5ETILO
R EIT-oTBY, BEEOTEY =7 PBINEZOTED)
Bk (a2 PRAEAHERY), BLUY, WoRsE
MO DY R — AN R EBICEETH D t%TL
72 2], [3], [4]. Gharehyazie 5%, T I 2=F7 1 IZ&ML
T#%3ﬁﬁﬁbﬁé%@@%%<ﬁ01wé%”%@ﬂ
B L CiEB A1) S & 2R L7z [5].

B4 2 WUISIC SSAE S % OSS BASS &1, EI2A— V&
WCII a2 —varyazffoCTnb,. A=Vt ik
MHMIIa=r—ayidmala=r—Ta e
TRARD A LR\ o®, fREIICIEBI 217> TV 5 BI%
FEaIa=r—var 7)) BICMoOREE LREDSH
L5232 —arafioTwbI ENEZLNL. M
HEc7ey s MO EB LR I IMoREE 25
RO\ I a2 r—aryzfrbhzs, b L b
DORIRZIH LCRED VI Iar—3 3 v 3 o7

12, B AR EHELTCEFIC7Tay o7 M b
BEBL L 72T REMEASZ 2 5N B, LA Lad s, fkEmIcig
BafTo TCWAREEDNDII 2=/ —3 3 v FOREDS
FEENTEBLT, 2322/ —3 a3y LOREIHRE
DS ICTE B 2479 S L A WEEIC L TV A ERTH 5 »
353706 e,

3. Politeness

AFHILTIE, Brown 512 & o TEFE S 1172 Politeness [6]
T, RIS T A% EDIIa=r—2a
L OB DI EAT o 72,

Politeness & 1%, HARGED [TES ] 2 [fLELELS] &
=27 VARG L ETH Y, PG ABBILR 2 T -
HMEFES 5 720 OHFE~ORLIE Z $5 3. Politeness % @] |12
FKHTH720121F, WHICEDO LN - FHli S /znwe
WIORK (BYF1 7724 R) &, FErSHH SN
K- ATE RISz Rk (A FT 477 =4
A) DELLYEWIT L), BEEVE LLT 50N
Hb. 72X, CTOT—OFEFIIMT?” O X M
&, MEFLHENAETE2TTCLECHEFOART T 1
T7r2AARELTLE). —HT, “TOLT—DJE
WEHZ TS NZW2R?” O L) REME, HET52
ETRY T A TRHGE (BHSINHRE) Bhh, 2Lz
HETE R THRER VI & ZREBNITR L TWA 20
M & FAOLHNAMIMEL 2 5.

KFw L TlE, Stanford Politeness [14] *2% H\»C, Bi%
FDOAI 2= arr—FEWRIZaI -3

*2 https://github.com/sudhof/politeness
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Fig. 1 Calculation of Politeness scores by Stanford Politeness.

1 Stanford Politeness |2

v EORUE % $ftft 5. Stanford Politeness & (X, Sik
FKIITIAD 6172 Politeness # E=fb$ 5V — IV Th 5.
Stanford Politeness I&, X 1 IZ/RT & B, 2 DDOMEE )
LS5,
Politeness Strategy MDi&H. )‘C%Efjg)?;%?ifﬂ z
5 M7z Politeness * E=fb$ %729 *ﬁ?%@ﬂﬁf%
72D BAR R KB 2 L7z Pohteness Strategy [6] &
v 4. Politeness Strategy I&, HFORY 74 77 =4
ALAAT AT T2 A AWz zTHLTBY,
Politeness DA 72 BEE&IFICIE, RV T4 7724
A %5723 5% (Gratitude, Deference 72 &) & A H T 4
77 x4 A%72 T k% (Please, Hedges 7 &) & EN
4. ZF 7z, Politeness DEAME 7 AREREEICIE, AF T 4
77 2 A A% RET LiER (Please start, Direct question
&) & FENAL. Politeness Strategy TlE, ZD L9 %
Politeness (Z52 89 2 iB#lE 4 I8 FEIC ML T 5. AR
ST, AJJT % A b % Stanford Parser *312 & 1) 53R
ML, Politeness Strategy (2B FkS N ARG RINT 5.
SVM (Z & % Politeness fE®D Fifll. Stanford Politeness
&, BWFET VT ZLD 1D THAY K- IRy &<
> (SVM) [15] # v T, AJJ7 ¥ A b® Politeness fii & %
9 4. SVM fif8E121%, Stanford Politeness Corpus [14]
wFET—5 L L THWTWS. Stanford Politeness Cor-
pus £, Wikipedia Z—#® b — 27 R—=I*p 5l L7
4,353 OE ML & Stack Exchange *> % 5 i L 72 6,604 O

BRIk L CAT-C Politeness = fif 5- L7277 — % £ v
N T# 4. Stanford Politeness Corpus *5##H 7— 4% & L,
Mt U754 IV CAJI7 ¥ A b O Politeness % 0~
1O (ESKE VT EHFLERE T 2 EKBHD AnS
nTws) TFllT 5.

KL, OSSHFEEDA—Y Y7 A MIERSH
72 A — )L 1Zx} L T Stanford Politeness % it L 721 % 7~
I, 72l RIE, 1 HHOLED Politeness DfEIZ 0.997 &
B, ZHUECHICE E NS “thanks” A% Politeness Strat-
egy @ Gratitude |2, “suggestion” A% Politeness Strategy ®
Hedges 1524 LT 5720 TH A, 2HFHO LI, HEE
BH% IFWEDL WL ETIEIH 525, Politeness Strategy
EEATBLY, 0.507 EHHOMEAREHENTWS, 3%
HoX#EL, “So, what...” DE4375% Politeness Strategy @
*3  http://nlp.stanford.edu/software/lex-parser.shtml

*4 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:User_pages
*5  http://stackexchange.com/about
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#F 1 Politeness 74T [14] Z#H L 725 R O]
Table 1 Examples of result of applying Politeness analysis [14].

No. [1p'a Politeness 1
1 OK, thanks for your suggestion. I will change that. Regards XXX (XXX I&, 77 —A F3r—24). 0.997
2 Oh dear. My question is already slipping down the list into obscurity... I guess I must be the only person 0.507

using eclipse 3.4 who would like to be able to do this.

3 So, what was the solution for this problem then??

0.122

Direct start IZ#%4 L TH Y, MFZ MBI S 42 75
PEDEWERTH 2720, 0122 LRVMEE -T2

4. VH4—FIJIXFa>

RE I, BAIFEE @ Politeness HSBHISE ASHKG 2 GG ED
FAF) L ZWEICLCWAERTH L0251 ICT 5
72023200 ) —F 7 T AF 3 IZHLY .

4.1 RQ1 : OFEREE D Politeness |$FAFEE OB
WEEICERT D0 ?

ik ¢ BSERE, PRE R AMIBIER 2 5L - MR 2 720 DA
FAOEEEZHUICKHAT O EEE TR 540
Bien s, 72k 213, NHBRDHETL L T2 WHFR» S
Politeness DIRWEILZ STHUS &, & FIIAPIE LT
LEWHTICH L CHE#LZENCLE ) ZEEZOND.
F 70, WEIICIEEI 24T ) 720123 TS L 72 AR
REMFFT 52 EDVWUETH A2, D1l Politeness D
EBWEHEZUTNSL ZEPLETHLH EEZONSL. RQL
T, FARBOEHYHICL S, MWOREENSZE LT
A= )VIZE F A Politeness fHDE % 5T 5.

770—F 1RQL T, HEMIMOR L 2 BMHIEE &M
HABHZSEHYZAE L 72 A — )V @D Politeness % Ib#$ 5% (£
WIS E LB E DOERIT 5.2 BiTihR%). 72721,
FFE T EANREA —NVEP R D720, KHEETSZEL
724 X — )V @D Politeness fHO V¥ EZ HE L, EMHEE
& FIHIBSE# @ Politeness fHO 534 % i3 4. RHIF%E
& L RS E D245 A — )LD Politeness [CiEWAYH B 2
EERERRT A Z & T, MDOBIFEHE D Politeness & Fi%EH D
THEIEBEICBIR S B 2 L A O NICT B2 N TE S,

4.2 RQ2: [%%E B85 D Politeness |3 FFEE OGN
FEMEICRART B DH ?

EHE © RQL TIIHFEE OIEEIMIMIC & 5D BFEE @ Po-
liteness D E 2 fEFE L 7245, Bl NEBER % LT
A fECIERFE HH B Politeness D WHRE % 75 05
WhbHEEZLNSL, RQ2 TIE, BSEE OIEEIIANKIC X
%, BB B S DEE L7z A —VIZE& 1A Politeness fi
DENE T 5.

770—F 1RQ2 TlE, REIFHZE & WIS E %G
L7z XA =)@ Politeness i & BT 2. AL TIE, o
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BHFEH 5 DA — VT 23845 2 — v & H 5 25HEEE N
BRERWETDHREA—NE T LOT, BREAGDEE
L7zA—=b$5, 72, RQL AR, BIFEHE T & I1%
BA—NVEDBRL LD, ZHEEEFLZEX LD
Politeness fEDFEMEA H I L, RIIREE & GRS
@ Politeness fHD 554 = L $ 4 .

4.3 RQ3 : Politeness OEEH REAFFRE DML &
BERRICEIRT 2D h ?

Bt 1 RQ1, RQ2 Tlx, EWIBZR®E & WHIRHEE MG,
F 72135751 L 72 A — L ®D Politeness B IEWDH H D%
FETH., —HTRQ3TIE, 70y 2 MIBITHIEH
R, MAAEEZAT ) B A S OB E H & 0
BT ABIE LT ADPEPEHLNIT A, 2k
ZIE, 7aY s NCHEIT AR 2 510N T,
A A DOBISSE A & MHL O FLE % &t A — VAN
LIENEZOND., —FT, BEZALIE, BLZLY
MEANOEESET LWL S E2H615. RQ3 T
&, BB ENNSE, F/2E, BELEZA-NVIZEEN
% Politeness A 2L § % 8FE & 513 5.

770-F I BB EOPTLEFA - VEORDL LW
FIZEHE b A a g, WEBRIC X 2205, 700k, #E
L7z X =)@ Politeness [EOHER & 5HT 4 5. HE X — IV
BOmOLVHEE S ZE R ET LB, HHICa
Ranr—varefr)MEREELE, A-VHhilEINS
Politeness fHDZEE 12D W T O 22 AN REIC 7 5 72
HTH5.

5 H—XXEF«

51 7—2tv b
Ky —AZ %571 Tld, 2 2D KB 0SS (Apache HTTP
Server, Python) 7B Y 7 baxff b 34, X227~
Yty FOMEERT. KRr—AAY T4 IZBW Tl 71
Tl PeERLEGHEBIEIUTOLB) TH S,
o EMlichbiFRLTWwhATuy s bTHY, B
HOMGERG I AT T AR E L TEL TWAZ E
o KI YT ATHEBENPLTH L7720, FIEHD Po-
liteness {Z&F L TRIER sk 22 & OIS AHALIC £ 5
WEDB LW &

e MLTBY 2y bEHNELLIZZHDOIATHEL S
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®2 HE7Tudcs b
Table 2 Target projects.

xR BHFEE T G A — VAFH

WgTOY 2 b SEv (e B
EHHsES | EHREE | ZEA-V | E2EA-V
Apache HTTP Server | 1995/09/11~2016/03/30 183 173 82,190 109,685
Python 1999/04/02~2016/10/13 227 183 93,874 106,993

D, F—AZAZ T 4IZE NS N OZ Y% il
LTV L

o FIKHEA—V YA NEZHEUETRYILY) Sz £ —
VT —=FINTRTCT =4 T73INTBY, 2, B
ICHUGRECTH A 2 &

5.2 SHFIE

A=IT—2DOBIE. KXo g s 32 m%EERH
DA=NVTFT—=FL, WLV 27 bR —LR—=IT
mbox 7 7 4 VER TR L TV A 6T, Mzr— 5 by
MZIE, AvE—YID, 7)) Avt—VID, &%EEL,
ERBFHEDA=NT NV A, 1%, E%EHK, KXFE
FNL. KX CTRASEORE % £ T Lifms ¥
L1, FEFHOLEIA—NVORLICEEIFNLZEHLTIHXL
(“On XXX (A#) wrote:” % &) R A[REZLR Y B LT
WAD, BIREICL o TRk R4 2 202 aichEk
THILIETETVRW,

BREEOME. 0SS 7u s MIBMT AH%EEOHIC
3, HEOA=LVT FLAZFIHL TWAEN VLD,
FEHEGITAN, A— VT FLA, F42HHEHTHREL, F
— NPT HA—NT FLAZEEL, BRSO
it 7.

MREOFEERE EFEBBEOEN. FRELZENREE L
SIS E T 5 72012, BEE GBI 2 5
b, KT, FEEDA =) ¥ 7)) A MDD
THP»S, SR hOREORH £ T2 IHE)0 N
L5, 72720, BRBELT LML TX =& %fE
LTW5d L3RS v, JHEIIH T, BUER X — )L & %5
LTWARWEREDFIEL, 20X ZB5EE Ik
WWEI L CTWa EdEz 2w, KFFLTlE, A —IVO%E
k2590 HUATH USRI L THB L T b E /& L
SRR LIR e L TR L7 HE Tl R O W1 % BA
BEOIGEGME LT 5. T2, A—VOREBEDIL WV,
F 7203, IHEIIE 2 E VSR OBRE 25l 5 2 L1 T
ERVzd, WHEHEFIC 10U Lo X -V ERFLT
BY, 2OWEHM 90 AU EOREEEZNRET .
RIFEEE CGHREREEOSE. Aisrcid, wEiImIc
EOEZRWIFEE GRS LT L. RIFRESE L

*6

Apache Mailing List: http://mail-archives.apache.org/mod_
mbox/httpd-dev/

Python Mailing List: https://mail.python.org/mailman/
listinfo/python-dev

*7
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Fig. 2 Violin plots of Politeness scores of long-term and short-

term developers (received emails).

# 3 DPoliteness i (515 2 — V) Ofiatm & MEH g
Table 3 Statistics of Politeness scores (received emails) and

result of Mann-Whitney U test.

R R # s
TRy =7 ]\ = = = = p 1@‘
LA | e KA | /B | PR | SRl | M
Apache 0.60| 0.77| 0.46| 0.60| 0.89| 0.42(0.44
Python 0.63| 0.80| 0.47| 0.63] 0.88]| 0.22(0.06

IR OT  TIUVEIR) P e nwE ) I2T 5720
2, IEEVIRM OBEE 270 H & L, G AT 270 H L L
DEFEE © RIS E, SEIHI 270 HRMOREE © 4
Wi E &1 5.

EZ{E A — LD Politeness ENH I & REIFHFE & 211
FREE D Politeness fEDLE. RIS H L MRS
DFERFE A=V EFZEA =NV RIZ, Stanford Politeness
Z T Politeness fEZ H i § 5. HILL72MEEZ D LIZE
WIB%E % L HHIBI%EE O Politeness D L %479 A%, B
HH TN A = VIR AEDS R 5N 572012, Politeness
HOTFHEE AT iT 5. RS & EHAKE D
Politeness fE\SHERT A BAEDH 5 P EP 2 WHRT 5720
12, v R4y b= UKEEHVS.

5.3 HHFER
5.3.1 RQL1 : thDEIFEE D Politeness I$FAFEE DIEE
e (CRART 2D H ?

X 2%, Mg 7oy s boRMBSSE L GHR%E
DZAE A = IVIZxFT A Politeness [HDFEED /N A 1) »
Tu v ERT. & 3121E, RIIFFREE O Politeness & 41
HIBA%E®H O Politeness Ditat & (PLHE, RAME, &/MHE)
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xR Ay F=—D UMEDHELRT.

Apache HTTP Server 712 ¥ =7 b, BX U, Python 7
Oy x s MIBWT, BBEDZMRE L7z A — LD Politeness
fEO I, RS L RS E IEVIT R, E
HIBgEE & EMIB R ZE ORI IS A EE 2RI CE %
o7z,

RQ1 OE% : EYIFFES L EIREESZE LA -

@ Politeness IZ:E V72 <, MOBHFEHE D Politeness (&

BAZEE OIHEAk e 1 B AR 2 v

5.3.2 RQ2:H%EEBH D Politeness I$FAKE DIEE
MR T 200 ?

3 MR Ty s ORI E & EMREE D
EfE A — IVIZX$ 5 Politeness HDFEMEDINA F1) > 7
Oy MaRY. T 4 IIEHZEE D Politeness & 455
3&% @ Politeness Oftal & (FHIufl, HAfE, &/IMHE) &
Y UHRA Y P2 =D UMEDHERERT.

Apache HTTP Server 72 = 7 b, 8 XU, Python 7
OV 7 MIBWT, BEEDEE L7 X — )LD Politeness
EOHRILER, HHIREE O FPRMIFAREE ICHTE
FEMIRsEE & MR E O MK A AR L7,

RQ2 OE% : EMIHFES & HREEDREFE LA -V

@ Politeness I2:EVDSH 1), FIFEH H & O Politeness &

FZEE OIGEEBETE IC RS 5 .

5.3.3 RQ3 : Politeness DEEH REFFARE Ot &
BRRICBIRT DD ?

413, REA-NVEORL LS VEMRES 5 40, &
HICERF L7z A= (X)), BIU, 2BELA-V (G

Politeness
Poli

T T T T
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